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1 Prepare to Maximize Human Presence
Follow these steps to ensure you have a solid understanding of the value that VoiceThread's community-based, multisensory 
learning environment brings to your class and how to ensure the tool is integrated effectively into your course design to 
maximize your learners' human presence.

• Master these main points:  Multisensory learning supports principles of Universal Design for Learning to support the 
needs of more learners; increases learning retention; and improves social presence, which has been demonstrated to 
increase community among learners, as well as cognition.

• Capture feedback from students and share the benefits of multisensory learning with your future students (let students 
speak for themselves!).

• Survey students to identify access gaps.  If your account type permits it, provide phone commenting minutes to students 
without access to a mic, webcam, the VT mobile app.

• Increase the number of voice and video comments your students voluntarily leave by starting with a low-risk ice breaker 
that requires all students to comment in voice or video.

2 Design for Scaffolded, Active Learning
With your knowledge of multisensory learning and effective integration of VoiceThread into your course in place, it's time to 
think about how to effectively use the tool to support the way learning naturally occurs, while leveraging the power of your 
learning community.  Chapter 2 of the eBook aligns VoiceThread with constructivist learning theory and demonstrates how 
to use VoiceThread to develop students into content creators.

• Use VoiceThread regularly and consistently throughout a course to ensure students develop a mastery of the tool and 
comfort with speaking into the mic/webcam.

• Use VoiceThread to build individualized learning support throughout a class, providing increased opportunities for 
students to grow as learners and master lower and then higher order thinking skills in a participatory environment.

• Making mistakes is the best way to learn. How can you use VoiceThread to embrace this concept as part of your 
assessment plan?

• Blend different levels of VoiceThread activities into your class, ensuring students learn the basics (how to comment) 
before the intermediate (how to edit a VoiceThread) and advanced skills (how to create a VoiceThread).

3 Develop a Clear, Consistent Instructional Design 
Step 3 focuses on the look and feel of your VoiceThreads. This really makes a difference for your students, as every step of 
an online class should be student-centered. Dig deeper into Chapter 3 of the eBook to discover the 8-Elements of an 
Effective Designed VoiceThread, which includes illustrations and a link to a sample VoiceThread.

• Develop your own "design template" and re-use it for each activity to create familiarity and consistency for learners. 

• Include a title slide, instructions, grading criteria, social norms to help student learn to relate, "tips," the commenting 
slides, and consider an optional "check in" slide at the end.

4 Be an Active, Creative Online Teacher 
Now the online teaching begins and the magic happens! Chapter 4 of the eBook digs into strategies for leaving feedback 
and creating conversations using advanced VoiceThread skills.  Samples and video links included! 

• Be a supportive, regular, active contributor in your VoiceThreads to make them relevant and meaningful to learners.

• Use "Identifies" to effectively insert feedback comments.
• Use the "Move Comment" feature (Shift + Click and Drag) to re-order comments in a meaningful sequence.

• Be creative in your use of feedback comments. They can be opportunities to:
• Guide students back on track with timely feedback to ensure they meet learning objectives
• Applaud great work by clearly citing what was done effectively so other students can learn from each other
• Get creative!! Augment your teaching time: 

• use the webcam to hold up examples of objects
• leave a voice comment followed by a text comment with a link to an image/video expanding a discussion

This framework supports the rich-media eBook, How to Humanize Your Online Class, by 
Michelle Pacansky-Brock. Click here to learn more about the eBook.
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