
2013 Stars and Stripes 10U All American Team 

The first All American Team paved the way for the Gold Teams to be formed.  We learned so much in 

the process while putting this team together.  The All American Team was assembled with players from 

all over the country who were selected utilizing the same process we do for the Gold Teams.   

We received applications from interested parties and processed each application to select players and 

families we felt made a fit for our program.  We had 10 players who were willing to give the All 

American Team a shot and who helped shape the direction of Stars and Stripes. 

Players first met in Orlando Florida in July and began the journey.  This team was featured in the 

Baseball Digest November/December edition which brought recognition and validity to this program.  

The players and their families prepared for three weeks before arrival having five “Video Conference” 

sessions where the players, parents and National Director discussed the expectations of this program. 

Team building began on the first conference call as players learned to utilize this technology and to 

begin to socialize and interact with each other.  Although never meeting each other in person, this 

helped with the team building as everyone arrived in Orlando in July.  Players were assembled in the 

same hotel and enjoyed swimming and socializing with each other. 

The first evening each player had to stand up in front of the group and address the crowd for one 

minute, telling the crowd of parents and players about themselves, families and baseball experience.  

This provided a great experience for the kids to have to get up in front of their peers and speak.  

Strangers became friends quickly. 

The next morning we had a practice in 100 degree weather for the first time and got to see the players 

in action.  After the work out we went to lunch as a group and did more team building and family 

building.  After lunch we went back to the hotel and swam in the pool and had some fun together.  That 

evening we had another practice and scrimmaged a local Florida team to get the nerves out.  

Everyone met back at the hotel to wind down the evening and learn more about one another.  The next 

morning we held another practice and then had lunch again as a group.  We played later in the day for 

the first time as the 10U All American Team.  

The team played in 7 games in their first tournament together in the Orlando Nations World Series and 

won the tournament with a perfect 7-0 finish.  The team played 5 complete games before making an 

error and scored many runs over powering their opponents.  The players and families left Orlando with a 

great experience that showed the true character of the players and their families. 

The team assembled again three weeks later to play in the Travel Ball Select National Championships in 

West Covina CA at Big League Dreams Park.  The teams at this event were the top teams in the country.  

The All American Team did not get a win in four tries but gained a ton of respect from the best teams in 

the country proving we could compete at the highest level. 



The team assembled again to play in a 12U Tournament in Columbia, South Carolina in November to 

prepare for the 2013 Winter World Championships in Orlando, December 26-31.  The team did well 

posting a 3-1 record against the older age groups losing by one run in the championship game after 

entering the last inning with a one run lead. 

The final tournament for this team to participate in was in Orlando, FL for the Stars and Stripes Winter 

World Championships Dec 26-31.  The team was excited to be back together and posted a 6-0 record 

winning the championship.  The team gave up 2 runs in the 6 games played and showed a solid defense 

with good pitching. 

All and all, the first inaugural Stars and Stripes All American Team was a huge success.  The players and 

their parents grew and gained experience that will provide benefits for the rest of their lives.  They 

learned how to become good teammates and how to fit in with a group they had never met.  Close 

bonds and relationships were established with the players and the parents exposing everyone to 

different cultures. 

Stars and Stripes will be fielding teams for 2014 to begin competing in July, 2014.  These teams will be 

formed from the participants at the 2013 Stars and Stripes Winter World Championships who showed 

great character, skill and approach.  These teams will participate in four events in 2014 and will 

represent Stars and Stripes in the 2014 Stars and Stripes Winter World Championships. 


