
Guide to Covenant Partnership 



TRANSFORMING THE COMMUNITY - Community Development 

Microfinance Projects 

Salary Grants for Pastors 

Social Services: Hanhane, CB Orphanage, etc 

Parsonage and Chapel Buildings 

New Church Starts 

Disaster Relief 

Social Justice Work 

 

TRANSFORMING THE BODY - Physical Health and Wellness 

Safe Water Projects 

Food and Nutrition 

Public Health Initiatives 

Shared Meals 

 

TRANSFORMING THE HEART AND MIND - Spiritual and Educational Growth 

Leadership Development/Pastor Training 

Congregational Resources (Bibles, hymnals, etc) 

Scholarship Programs (seminary and non-seminary track) 

Library Projects 

VIM Teams 

Spiritual Renewal through Cultural Exchange 

 

OUR VISION AND MISSION: 

PARTNERING TO TRANSFORM PEOPLE AND THEIR COMMUNITIES 

TOWARD THE IMAGE OF CHRIST 



Name of Church/Charge in Missouri:___________________________________________________________ 

District: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Parish in Mozambique: _______________________________________________________________ 

District (if known): __________________________________________________________________________ 

The above congregations seek a covenant relationship for transforming people and their communities toward the 

image of Christ. The covenant emphasizes personal relationships and a pattern of mutual support of United 

Methodist churches and missions in both places.  The partners of the covenant seek to transform communities 

through community development projects, to transform the body through projects aimed toward physical health 

and wellness, and to transform the heart and mind through education and practices of discipleship. 

The partners agree as follows: 

1. Each partner will endeavor to support the other through their prayers, presence, gifts, and service.   

2. Partners will endeavor to establish a personal, prayerful relationship between (at the least) someone affiliated 

with the Missouri partner and someone affiliated with the Mozambique partner. 

3. Partners will regularly and faithfully tell/share stories about what is happening and will happen in their church, 

in a way that the story can be shared with the partners. For Mozambique partners, this includes, but is not 

limited to, the annual correspondence outlined in the General Covenant from the district superintendent, 

received no later than Annual Conference. 

4. Annually, each partner will celebrate a mutual day of partnership as determined by the Mozambique UMC.  

Partners will communicate with one another if schedules do not align, and may elect to celebrate the 

partnership on a different date.   

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Info including email for all involved in 

partnership:_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

* Intentional communication across international boundaries is aided with the use of technology as available. 

Consider Google Translate, Skype, WhatsApp, Google Voice, international text plans, etc. 

 

COVENANT COMMITMENT CARD 

CHURCH PARTNERSHIP 

 



 

1. Prayers, presence, gifts, and service! Pray 

often, give regularly, and go visit and serve 

alongside your partner if possible! 

2. Get organized!  Delegate a contact person 

who focuses on growing this relationship.  

Establish a list of people and who will be 

involved.  Get their email addresses and 

pass this list along to the MI so that we can 

keep everyone in the loop. 

3. Share stories with your partner!  It’s all about 

communication. Write letters, send text 

messages, take photos of your church and 

pass them along to your partner.  We aren’t 

going to lie, communication can be difficult in 

Mozambique, but we have a full time 

coordinator and representative whose job is 

to help you communicate with your partner.  

AND most people now have cell phones, so 

start texting! 

4. Celebrate!  Designate at least one day per 

year to honor your partnership and celebrate 

the work that God is doing!  Go public!  Make 

a big deal about it in your church or small 

group.  We also suggest coordinating this 

day with your partner church in Mozambique 

if possible. 

COVENANT PARTNERSHIPS 

WHAT IS MY COMMITMENT? 



Congregations and church groups: Send all contributions through your church treasurer using 

the standard ”Special Giving Form” provided by the Annual Conference.  Send funds to 3601 

Amron Drive, Columbia, MO 65202.  

 

Individuals: Use the individual contribution form provided by MI or downloaded it online, and 

send all contributions payable to Missouri Annual Conference to 3601 Amron Drive, Columbia, 

MO 65202. 

 

We recommend a minimal annual commitment of at least $1,000 per covenant, but any 

amount is beneficial!   

 

Funds are processed by the Missouri Conference Treasurer’s Office and credited to your 

church’s account.  The Mozambique Initiative processes your contributions from the treasurer’s 

records and sends the money to the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) monthly.  As 

a service to the Missouri Annual Conference, GBGM then wires the money to the finance 

department of the United Methodist Church in Mozambique and the MI representative and 

coordinator process funds out of that account. Your Church World Service Funds pay for the 

costs involved in processing through GBGM.   

 

Of the total amount given, a 10%  tithe is used for stewardship support, and pays for the 

delivery, activation, and fulfillment of each gift.  When your funds arrive in Mozambique, they 

are put into an account for ministry, and are accessed equally by all churches in Mozambique.  

Funds can be used for projects in any of our three ministry areas - community development, 

health and wellness, or spiritual and educational growth. 

HOW DO I CONTRIBUTE? 

WHERE DOES MY MONEY GO? 



Begin your communication with an introduction, as if you are meeting someone for the first 
time.  Follow the friendly, respectful pattern that you would use if you were meeting someone 
in person.  Tell your covenant partner briefly who you are and why your are writing.  Inquire 
about their location, their community, and their ministries. Then tell them about yourself or your 
church, its primary ministries, and the things that you think are important for them to know.  
Invite your partner to respond, and to tell you about themselves. 

  

As your relationship progresses through communication or personal visits, venture deeper into 
ways that you both might benefit mutually from the covenant relationship. 

 

Some thing to avoid - consider a new relationship and how you might feel if someone were to 
ask you questions upon first meeting such as: What do you need?  What can I send you?  How 
can I help you?  This might be denigrating to the partner, especially in a first communication.  
We task-oriented Americans often want to know immediately what we can do to “help”.  But the 
relationship IS the help until we just get to know each other.  Offer your friendship! 

 

Please do NOT ask, “Did you receive my $900.”  Since funds are disbursed in a collaboration 
between the pastor, the District Superintendent, the coordinator, the representative, and the MI 
Team Members,  the funds do not go to the church directly but are accessed by application 
distributed based on articulated need.      

 

DO ask how you can pray for your covenant partner, what they like, what their church is like, 
how they worship, how their families are doing, etc. 

  

Building a relationship is not easy, but with respect and sensitivity to cultural differences, we 
will all reap the benefits of coming together to be the family of God.  You will need to work at 
communication, but the rewards last for  an eternity! 

WHAT DO I SAY TO MY PARTNER? 



Contact Us 

Sarah Bollinger, PhD, LCSW 
Coordinator 
PO Box 2163  
St. Louis, MO 63158 
314-623-0401 
sbollinger@moumethodist.org 

IN MISSOURI 

Ezequiel Nhantumbo, MT 
Representative 
Ao c/ I.M.U. - Mozambique 
C.P. 2640 Av. 24 de Julho, 4200 
Mozambique, Africa 
+258-824995020 
ezequielnhantumbo@yahoo.com 

IN MOZAMBIQUE 


