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PURPOSE:	  

• To foster a disciplined and focused practice of close reading of biblical texts for the 
purpose of preaching and teaching  

• To “open up” a text for creative theological reflection through careful observation and 
rigorous questioning of a text  

 
PROCESS:	  
Throughout the process, the student should resist the temptation to turn to secondary literature 
(commentaries, articles, etc.); rather, the student should utilize a study bible, a concordance, a 
synopsis (if applicable), and an introductory textbook (if necessary). Utilizing these primary 
tools and forming one’s own hunches and questions about the text will lead to much more 
effective use of other secondary materials.  
  

• Attend to the Text: (cf. Gorman’s Elements #1, #3, #4) 
o Read the text slowly 
o Read the text several times  
o Read the text in 3–4 different translations 
o Proceed phrase-by-phrase through the text. Take note of: 

§ Repeated words 
§ Important or strange words 
§ Textual variants (as marked in a study bible) 
§ Themes or motifs in the text 
§ Possible references to the Old Testament 
§ Depiction of characters (in narratives) 
§ Transition words (for, but, however, etc.) 

o Utilize your study bible: 
§ Textual notes in panel at the bottom of the page 
§ Notes indicating textual variants or alternate translations above the note 

panel 
o Ask lots of questions: 

§ Related to words: meaning of words; frequency of words elsewhere in the 
composition; other possible translations 

§ Related to the historical, social, and religious context 
o Group and prioritize questions 

§ Notice what groups or types of questions you are asking, e.g. questions 
about the meaning of words or phrases vs. questions related to the ancient 
context of the NT.  

§ Begin considering whether you can answer the tools using textual tools 
(bible, text notes, concordance) or whether additional resources 
(introductions to the NT, commentaries, theological dictionaries, etc.) are 
needed 
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• Place the Text: (cf. Gorman’s Element #2) 
o Create a phrase outline of the text 
o Note how the text progresses: pay attention to transition words, summaries, 

dialogue, etc. 
o Re-read the composition as a whole  
o Place the text in its literary context:  

§ (1) immediate: what comes right before and right after it? 
§ (2) larger context: where does the text fall within the composition as a 

whole? What role or function is it playing there? 
o Identify other texts or verses in the composition that may be related to your text as 

a while  
• Compare the Text: (cf. Gorman’s Element #4) 

o Utilize the Synopsis/Throckmorton’s Parallels (if a gospel text) 
o Compare similar texts within the composition or in other compositions (especially 

if a Pauline epistle) 
• Focus on the Text: (cf. Gorman’s Elements #5, #6) 

o What is the central message or idea on which you want to focus? 
o Which questions are worthy of additional research and why? 
o How might you preach or teach this text? 
o What claims does this text make about God or about the claims God’s makes on 

the readers of the text? 
• Teach and Preach the Text: (cf. Gorman’s Elements #5, #6) 

o Explore possible sermon ideas that emerge from your close reading 
o Brainstorm different functions or forms a sermon on this text  

 
Guidelines	  for	  Writing	  an	  Initial	  Exegetical	  Analysis	  

• Breakdown of Elements in an Initial Exegetical Analysis 
o Attend to the Text (50–60% of total) 
o Place the Text (10–15% of total) 
o Compare the Text, if needed/possible (5–10% of total) 
o Focus on the Text (10% of total) 
o Teach and Proclaim the Text (10% of total) 

• Progress Toward More Analytical Forms of Reading: 
o Reading for Knowledge = describing, identifying, stating details from reading 
o Reading for Comprehension = interpreting, focusing, correlating aspects from 

reading 
o Applied Reading = organizing, showing patterns, themes, and implications from 

reading 
o Analytical Reading = making comparisons, drawing conclusions, classifying 

details, selecting key themes from reading 
• Writing Style: 

o Emphasis in grading is on comprehension and depth of analysis; writing does not 
need to be in polished prose, but must be coherent 

o Fully developed sentences and paragraphs and/or focused, shorter notes are 
acceptable 


