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THIE FIRST LETTER OF PETER 
NAME, AUTHORSHIP, AND DATE 

The First Letter of Peter presents itself as a pastoral letter written by the apostle Peter from "Babylon," where he 

is accompanied by Silvanus(= Silas) and Mark (5.12-13), to churches in five provinces of Asia Minor (1.1). Since it 

is addressed to churches in a large area, it was placed among the Catholic (or general) Letters, and its canonical 

status was never disputed, in contrast to 2 Peter. 
Some scholars still treat Simon Peter as the letter's author, with Silvanus as secretary (5.12); others consider 

Silvanus as the actual author, who wrote at Peter's instruction. However, the situation that the letter indirectly 

describes points to a time after Peter's death. Its language, style, content, and thought-world seem inappropri

ate to Peter, a Galilean fisherman and missionary to the Jews (Gal 2.9). The sophisticated Greek prose, the lack 

of references to the life and teaching of the earthly Jesus, the Christological emphasis on the cosmic Christ, and 

the address to Gentile Christians who had previously lived a sinful, idolatrous life (1.14,18,21; 2.1,9-11,25; 4,3) all 

point to a later disciple of Peter writing in the name of the revered apostle. Thus most scholars interpret the 

document as a letter from the last decade of the first century CE,.written in Peter's name to support the claim 

that its teaching represented the apostolic faith. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

The letter itself claims to be written by a presbyter (elder; 5.1) of the Roman church-the "Babylon" of 5.13 was 

a common cryptogram for Rome at the end of the first century (cf., e.g., Rev 17.5,9; 18.2,10,21). The references 

to Silvanus and Mark, both known companions of Paul (1Thess1.1; Philem 24), are part of a literary picture that 

combines elements of Pauline tradition with the figure of Peter. First Peter contains numerous points of contact 

with Paul's letters (compare, e.g. 2.1-5 and Rom 12.1; 2.7-10 and Rom 9-11; 2.13-14 and Rom 13.1-7), The Pauline 

letter form itself, including its distinctive structure and expressions, is adopted by 1 Peter (see 1.1-in.; 4.1on.). 

The letter thus represents the combination of Pauline and Petrine traditions in the church of Rome at the end of 

the first century, set forth in a pastoral letter to churches struggling in difficult social situations. 

STRUCTURE 

The structure of First Peter represents an adaptation of the Pauline letter form: epistolary greeting (1.1-2); 

thanksgiving (1.3-12); the body of the letter (1.13-5.11) portraying the new identity of the people of God (1.13-

2.10), Christian conduct in the given structures of society (2.11-3.12), and responsible suffering in the face of 

society (3.13-5.11); epistolary conclusion (5.12-14). 

CONTENTS AND INTERPRETATION 

First Peter is a real letter, a cohesive composition, and not, as some scholars have thought, a baptismal homily 

to which epistolary elements were added secondarily. The letter addresses a critical situation in the lives of the 

recipients, who once participated in the social and cultural life of their communities, but since their conver

sion to Christ are marginalized and abused. The society to which they once belonged now considers them 

an unwelcome, even dangerous sectarian movement (cf. Acts 28.22-"the sect everywhere spoken against"). 

While Christians are called to suffer "for the name" (4.15-16), the abuse is mostly verbal (2.22-23; 3.9-12,16). 

The positive attitude toward the state (2.13-17) suggests that there is as yet no overt government persecution, 

except perhaps for occasional arbitrary acts by subordinate officials. First Peter offers realistic encouragement 

and instruction to Christians attempting to live faithfully in such a situation. 

The author does not present a programmatic theological essay, but the instructions he gives are based on 

theological reflection, expressed indirectly by the narrative world the letter projects: God created the world 

(4.19), God chose an elect people (2.9-10), God sent the Christ who was rejected by humans but exalted by God 

(2.4), God sent the Spirit and Christian evangelists who established a new people of God and converted the ad

dressees (1.12), and God will send Christ in the near future to conduct the final judgment (1.7,13; 4,7). Christians 

live their lives in the time between Christ's resurrection and return. The Christological pattern of suffering 

and rejection is foundational for the ethic 1 Peter commends: just as Christ was misunderstood and suffered 
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1 PETER 1 

unjustly for the sake of others, so Christians are now called to follow·"in his steps" (2.21). just as all Christians 

are instructed to respect the government authorities (2.13-17), so the most vulnerable Christians, slaves of 

unbelieving masters and wives of unbelieving husbands, are instructed to fit uncomplainingly into the given 

structures of society as a testimony to the faith (2.18-3.6). Such behavior may convert the oppressor (3.1-2), 

but if not it is still following the example set by Christ and will be vindicated soon at the last judgment (4.5-7). 

M. Eugene Boring 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2 who have been chosen.and destined by God 
the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be 
obedient to Jesus Christand to be sprinkled 
with his blood: 

May grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope. through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for · 
you, 5 who are being protected by the power 
of God through faith for a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 
rejoice,• even if now for a little while you 
have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that ·. 
the genuineness of your faith-being more 
precious than gold:that, though perishable, 
is tested by fire-may be found to result in: · 
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ 
is revealed. 8 Although you have not seenb 
him, you love him; and even though you 
do not see him now, you believe in him and 

rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 
9 for you are receiving the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 

1° Concerning this salvation, the proph
ets who prophesied of the grace that was to 
be yours made careful search and inquiry, 
11 inquiring about the person or time that the 
Spirit of Christ within them indicated when it 
testified in advance to the sufferings destined 
for Christ and the subsequent glory. 12 It 
was revealed to them that they were serv-
ing not themselves but you, in regard to the , : 
things that have now been announced to you 
through those who brought you good news ' 
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-things 
into which angels long to look! 

13 Therefore prepare your minds for 
action;c discipline yourselves; set all your 
hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring 
you when he is revealed. 14 Like obedient chil
dren, do not be conformed to the desires that 
you formerly had in ignorance. 1~ Instead, as 

• Or Rejoice in this 
b Other ancient authorities read known 
c Gkgird up the loins of your mind 

1.1-2: Salutation. The author adapts the form used by Paul (see Rom 1.1:..7n.). 1: An apostle is an authorized 

representative. Exiles of the Dispersion, applying images of Israel to Christians (see )as 1.in.). Pontus ... Bithynia, 
Roman provinces in Asia Minor. 2: A proto-Trinitarian formula. Obedience and being sprinkled with his blood are 

covenant language (see Ex 24.3-8). 

1.3-12: Thanksgiving. As in 2 Cor 1.3 and Eph 1.3, the customary thanksgiving (see Rom 1.8-15n.) becomes 

a doxological expression of praise that constitutes the theological basis for the imperatives to follow. 3: Hope 
expresses the present confidence in the reality of future redemption founded on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
New birth is related to baptism (see 1.23; 2.2; 3.20-22; john 3.3-5). s: Salvation ready to be revealed at the end 

time. The present experience has a future consummation. The believer does not go "up" to heaven, but "for

ward" to the future reward to be revealed at the last time. 12: The readers' Christian lives, though beset with 

difficulties (1.6; 2.19-24; 3.14-15; 4.12-19; 5.10) represent the climax of God's plan for the ages, which even the 

prophets and the angels could only long to share. 

1.13-5.11: Body of the letter, a unified whole, although incorporating elements of earlier biblical and Chris

tian tradition. 

, 1.13-2.10: The new identity as the elect and holy people of God. The preceding indicative.statements of 

God's mighty acts lead to imperatives for the Christian life. 1.13: In the Greek text, the first imperative in the 
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1PETER2 

he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves 
in all your conduct; 16for it is written, "You 
shall be holy, for I am holy." 

17 lf you invoke as Father the one who 
judges all people impartially according to 
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the 
time of your exile. 18 You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your ancestors, not with perishable 
things like silver or gold, 19 but with the ' 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined 
before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
21 Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory, so that your faith and hope are set .. 
on God. 

22 Now that you have purified your souls· . · 
by your obedience to the truth a so that you . 
have genuine mutual love, love one another 
deeplyb from the heart.c 23 You have been 
born anew, not of perishable but of imperish
able seed, through the.living and enduring 
word of God. d 

24 For · 
"All flesh is like grass 

and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 

and the flower falls, 
. 25 but the word of the Lord endures 

forever." 
That word is the good news that was an
nounced to you. 

2 
Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, 
and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all 

slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the 
pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation- 3 if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 

4 Come to him a living stone,thou~h re~n 
' d precious 

jected by mortals yet chosen an our· 
God's sight, and 5 like living stones, let Y be a 

. . . . lhouse to 
selves be bmlte mto a spmtua ' ·aces · · 1 sacri 
holy priesthood, to offer spmtua . t 6for 
acceptable to God through Jesus Chris · 
it stands in scripture: · 

"See I am laying in Zion a stone, . . ' d rec10us, 
a cornerstone chosen a~ r ·n not be 

and whoever believes in him,Wl .. 1 

Put to shame.'' : · · . us· but · rec10 • · 
7 To you then who believe, he 1s P , . , . 
for those who do not believe, · . d . '. 

"The stone that the builders reiecte .:,,er" . d ftheCOP• '. 
·. has become the very hea 0 . ; ·: 

8 IDd ~· . 
"A stone that makes them stum fall';,. 1' · 

·and a rock that makes them he word, 
They stumble because they disobey t . , 
as they were destined to do. 0 al priest-

9 But you are a chosen race, a r Y 1 gin 
. d' wn peoP e, 

hood, a holy nat10n, Go so ·ghtY acts 
order that you may proclaim the mi ss into · 
of him who called you out of darkne 
his marvelous light. 

10: Once you were not a people, . 
but now you are God's people, .... 

. edmercy, . 
once you had not rece1v c" . , . dmer,. 
. but now you have rece~ve and eJCileS 

11 Beloved I urge you as aliens h that 
. ' . f he fles 

· · · 5 irit 
d hrough the p .. 

to abstain from the desires o t .. 

a Other ancient authorities ad t : , , ' 
b . . . . . 

Or constantly · heart d 
c Other ancient authorities read a pure durin9 Go 

l. · nanden 
d Or through the word of the 1vm, . 
e Or you yourselves are being built ·. 
f Orie ·\· 1 

• 

9 Gk a people for his possession ., ·· 
.. rrieans 

. . • . . . . to be holY 7 
letter 1s the command to hope for Christs triumphal appearance. 15: The second imperative . 19.2; zO· · 
to live a life set apart for God's service, though in the midst of the world.16: Quoting Lev 

11
·
44

-
45;7' 3.14).19: 

17: The third imperative is to live in reverent fear of God rather than of the oppressive culture (~f. 2' d' who h
35 

·c inG0 e 
Lamb without ... blemish, see Ex 12.5; Lev 23.12; Num 6.14; etc. 21: Christian faith is theocentri ' thers (se 
acted definitively in Christ. 22: The fourth imperative is the command of love, unselfish caring forh~ rrieans of 
Mt 22.34-40; Rom 13.8-10; 1Cor13). 24-25: Isa 40.6-8. 2:1-10:.The fifth imperative is to long fort to rriaturitY· 

that leads uc· 
spiritual nourishment so that they may grow (2.2). After the new birth comes nurture he constr . . . d wth to t nal 
3: Ps 34.8 4: Ps 118.22; Isa 28.16; Mt 21.42. 5-8: The imagery shifts from birth an gro corrirriu / · · n life are ya 
tion of a spiritual house (temple) and then to a holy priesthood. The images of the Christia race ... ro 
ratherthan individualistic. 6: Isa 28.161: Ps 118.22 8: Isa 8.14-15. 9-10: Hos 2.23; Ex19.6. Chose: s who were 
priesthood ... holy nation ... God's own people, biblical language for Israel is applied to the rea er ' 

formerly Gentiles (1.18). 

2128 I NEW TESTAMENT 



1 PETER 3 

wage war against the soul. 12 Conduct your- · 
selves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, 
though they malign you as evildoers, they 
may see your honorable deeds and glorify 
Go~ when he comes to judge. a 

• 
3 
For the Lord's sake accept the author-

3 ~ives, in the same way, accept the author
ity of your husbands, so that, even if some 

of them do not obey the word, they may be 
won over without a word by their wives' con
duct, 2 when they see the purity and reverence 
of your lives. 3 Do not adorn yourselves out
wardly by braiding your hair, and by wearing 
gold ornaments or fine clothing; 4 rather, Jet 
your adornment be the inner self with the last
ing beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which 

ity of every human institution, b whether 
of the emperor as supreme, 14 or of gover
nors, as sent by him to punish those who 
~o wr_o~g and to praise those who do right. 

For rt rs God's will that by doing right you 
~6hould silence the ignorance of the foolish. 

As servantsc of God, live as free people, 
Yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for 
e ·1 11 

VI · . Honor everyone. Love the family of 
believers. ct Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

18 
Slaves, accept the authority of your mas

ters With all deference not only those who 
are kind and gentle bu~ also those who are 
harsh. 19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware 
?f God, you endure pain while suffering un
JUstly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten 
for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if · 
~ou endure when you do right and suffer for 
It, you have God's approval. 21 For to this you 
have been called, because Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example, so that you 
should follow in his steps. · , 

22 
"He committed no sin, 

23 and no deceit was found in his mouth." 
When he was abused, he did not return · 

~buse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; 
. Ut he entrusted himself to the one who 
JUdges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in 
~is body on the cross," so that, free from 
sins, We might live for righteousness; by his 
woundsf you have been healed. 25 For you 
Were going astray like sheep, but now you 
have returned to the shepherd and guardian 
of Your souls. 

is very precious in God's sight. 5 It was in this . 
way long ago that the holy women who hoped 
in God used to adorn themselves by accepting 
the authority of their husbands. 6 Thus Sarah 
obeyed Abraham and called him lord. You 
have become her daughters as long as you do 
what is good and never let fears alarm you. 

7 Husbands, in the same way, show consid
eration for your wives in your life together, 
paying honor to the woman as the weaker 
sex,9 since they too are also heirs of the gra
cious gift of life-so that nothing may hinder 
your prayers. 

8 Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, 
sympathy, love for one another, a tender 
heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay 
evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the 
contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this 
that you were called-that you might inherit 
a blessing. 1° For 

"Those who desire life 
and desire to see good days, 

a Gk God on the day of visitation 
b Or every institution ordained for human beinqs 
c Gkslaves 
d Gk Love the brotherhood 
e Or carried up our sins in his body to the tree 
f Gk bruise; 
g Gkvessel 

2.11-3.12: Christian existence and conduct in society. Cf. Col 3.18-4.1; Eph s.22-6.9; Titus 2.1-10; 1 Tim 2-3; 
5.1-3. The Roman empire, the institution of slavery, and the patriarchal family are accepted as the present order 
of things that is soon to pass away (see 1.17; 2.11; 4.7). 2.11-12: Christian conduct within social structures is to be 
a testimony to others. 13_17: Instructions to all on the proper attitude to God, the state, and each other. Gover
nors, of provinces of the Roman empire. 17: Cf. Rom 13.7. 18-25: Instructions to slaves, leading to more general 
comments addressed to a wider audience (cf. 3.8-12n.). Though resembling the typical household codes of 
Hellenistic moralists, the author's instruction is based on the example of Christ who suffered unjustly, in words 
that reflect the suffering servant of Isa 53.5- 12. 22: Isa 53.9. 3.1-7: Instructions to wives and husbands. 1: Un
believing husbands may be converted without preaching or argument by the Christian example· of their wives; 
cf. 1 Cor 7.12_16. 6: See Gen 18.12 (where NRSV translates the word for "lord" as "husband"). 8-12: Concluding 
instructions to all. The more vulnerable members of the church, slaves and wives, are examples of the conduct 
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let them keep their tongues from evil 
and their lips from speaking deceit; 

11 let them turn awayfrom evil and do good; 
let them seek peace and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, 

and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those 

who do evil." 
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager 

to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer 
for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not 
fear what they fear,• and do not be intimi
dated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 
Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an account
ing for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. b Keep your con
science clear, so that, when you are maligned, 
those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better 
to suffer for doing good, if suffering should,, 
be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
18 For Christ also sufferedc for sins once for.all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring youd to God. He was put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did 
not obey, when God waited patiently in the , , 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. 21 And baptism, which this pre
figured, now saves you-not as a removal of 
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for• 
a good conscience, through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven·'' , 
and is at the right hand of God, with angel~, 
authorities, and powers made subject to hlrll· 

4 Since therefore Christ suffered in the 
flesh/ arm yourselves also with the same h 

intention (for whoever has suffered in the fies 
has finished with sin), 2 so as to live for the rest 
of your earthly life9 no longer by human de-·· . 
sires but by the will of God. 3 You have already 
spent enough time in doing what the Gentiles 
like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, 
drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless 
idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you no . . 
longer join them in the same excesses of diss~
pation, and so they blaspheme. h 5 But they will , 
have to give an accounting to him who stands. 
ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this 
is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to 
the dead, so that, though they had been judged 
in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might 
live in the spirit as God does. 

7 The end of all things is near;; therefore be 
serious and discipline yourselves for the sake 
of your prayers. 8 Above all, maintain constant 
love for one another, for love covers a mul-, 

a ·Gk their fear 
b Orrespect 
c Other ancient authorities read died 
d ' Other ancient authorities read us 
• Ora pledge to God from , 
f · Other ancient authorities add for us; others.for 

you 
9 Gk rest of the time in the flesh 
h Or they malign you 

Oris at hand 

required of the whole church, which is in a vulnerable position in a hostilesociety.10-12: Ps 34.i2-16. 
3,13-5,11: Responsible suffering in the face of hostility. 

3,13-17: Suffering for doing good (=doing right). Following the example of Christ's unjust suffering does 

not mean passivity but actively doing good. 15: In word as well as action, Christians are to be able to give a 
defense (Gk "apologia") for the Christian faith, here summarized as "'hope" (1.2,13,21). 

3.18-22: Christological grounding. 18: Put to death in the flesh means that Jesus really died in the human 
sphere; made alive in the spirit does not refer to a "part" of Christ that survived death, but that God raised Christ 
to a new life in the divine realm (cf. 1.3; 2.4i 3.21-22).19-20: The precise meaning of this fragment of an ancient 
Christological picture is unclear, but probably refers to Christ's preaching to the imprisoned evil spirits after 
his resurrection to announce his own victory (cf. Gen 6.1-4 as interpreted in 1 Enoch 10.4-6). The picture is 
unrelated to 4.6 and the "descent to the world of the dead" of the Apostles' Creed. 20: Noah, see Gen 6-8. Eight 
persons, Noah and his wife, and his three sons and their wives. 22: See Eph i.20; Heb 1:3. 

4.1-6: Application to the Christian life. 3: As in 2.9-10, the.church is the continuing people of God, and 
outsiders are Gentiles. 6: The dead are probably Christians who heard the gospel while they were alive. 

4-7-11: Eschatological exhortation. 9: Cf. Heb 13.2; 3 Jn s-8. 10: Gift is the distinctive Pauline word "cha-
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titude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another 
without complaining. 10 Like good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has received. 
11 Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking 
the very words of God; whoever serves must 

1 PETER 5 

will win the crown of glory that never fades 
away. 5 In the same way, you who are younger 
must accept the authority of the elders. e And 
all of you must clothe yourselves with humil
ity in your dealings with one another, for 

"God opposes the proud, 
do so with the strength that God supplies, so 
that God may be glorified in all things through · 
Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the 
power forever and ever. Amen. 

but gives grace to the humble." 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of.God, so that he may exalt you 
in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him,. 
because he cares for you. 8 Discipline your
selves, keep alertf Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking 
for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast 
in your faith, for you know that your brothers 
and sisters9 in all the world are undergoing 
.the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery or- . 
deal that is taking place among you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening 
to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad 
and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If 
you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory," which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. b 

15 But let none 
of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, 
or even as a mischief maker. 16 Yet if any of 
you suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a 
disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this 
name. 17For the time has come for judgment to 
begin with the household of God; if it begins 
with us, what will be the end for those who do 
not obey the gospel of God? 18 And 

"If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and 

the sinners?" 
19 Therefore, let those suffering in accordance 
with God's will entrust themselves to a faith
ful Creator, while continuing to do good. 

5 Now as an elder myself and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who 

shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort 
the elders among you 2 to tend the flock of 
God that is in your charge, exercising the 
oversight, c not under compulsion but willing
ly, as God would have you do itd-not for sor
did gain but eagerly. 3 Do not lord it over those 
in your charge, but be examples to the flock. 
4 And when the chief shepherd appears, you 

• have suffered for a little while, the God of 
all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himselfrestore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be 
the power forever and ever. Amen. 

12 Through Silvanus, whom I consider a 
faithful brother, I have written this short let
ter to encourage you and to testify that this is 

d ~ . . 13Yi the true grace of God. Stan 1ast m rt. our 
sister churchh in Babylon, chosen together 
with you, sends you greetings; and so does 
my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss 
oflove. 

Peace to all of you who are in Christ.; 

a Other ancient authorities add and of power 
b Other ancient authorities add On their part he is 

blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified 
c Other ancient authorities lack exercising the 

oversight 
d Other ancient authorities lack as God would have 

you do it 
e Or of those who are older 

Or be vigilant 
9 Gkyour brotherhood 
h Gk She who is 

Other ancient authorities add Amen 

risma," found outside the Pauline tradition only here in the New Testament. 

4.12-19: Suffering in joy and hope. Suffering is to be a witness to the truth of the faith, not the result of 
one's own antisocial behavior. Fiery ordeal refers to persecutions (1.6-7). On the name Christian, cf. Acts 11.26; 
26.28. 18: Prov 11.31. 

5.1-11: Concluding exhortation. 1: Elders, church officials (Acts 14.23; 20.17-38; )as 5.14; 2 Jn 1; 3 Jn 1). 5; Prov 3,34, 
5.12-14: Conclusion of the Letter. Silvanus and Mark were companions of Paul (Acts 15.22; 2Cor1.19; Philem 

24). Babylon was a cryptic name for Rome (Rev 17.1). 
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