
       Getting Started in Digital Books        

 

1. Go to the R.E.A.D.S. website:  reads.lib.overdrive.com 

 

2. If visiting the website for the first time, you will need to: 

a. Download and install free software (You may download the Overdrive app on your smartphone 

or tablet) 

b. Activate the software 

The myHELP! option on the left side of the screen will walk you through the process, allowing you to 

choose between  listening to audio books or reading eBooks, and it will guide you through the software 

download and activation. 

 

3. Next, click the Sign In tab at top.  Click on HatchieRegion.  Select Chester        

            County Library as Library system. Enter your library card number which is  

            located on the back of your library card (1CHS000#####). Click Sign In. 

 

4. Chester County Library has a collection of eBooks that are available to our patrons only, not the whole 

state.  In order to have access to these books, you will need to scroll down and click on this image in the 

left column: 

       
Now you are ready to browse and check out titles.  If our library owns a copy of a book, you will see a 

icon.  If the title is currently available, you can click add to cart.  (If a title is currently checked 

out you may click place a hold, and when that title becomes available, an e-mail will be sent to you.) 

Please note: Titles added to your cart will remain there for 60 minutes before they are returned to the 

library's collection. Please be sure to complete your checkout within this timeframe to avoid losing 

access to these title(s). 

5. Click Proceed to Checkout. Here you have the option to select a 7 to 21 day lending period.  Click 

Confirm Checkout.  When you click this link, the eBook/audiobook is checked out, and the loan period 

begins at this moment, NOT from the time you download the title. 

 

6. Download your title. 

 

a. If you are downloading an eBook, the Adobe reader software will automatically open, and the 

eBook will remain in the Adobe Reader program for the two-week or selected checkout period.  

(You can return an eBook.) 

b. If you are downloading an audiobook, the OverDrive Media console software will automatically 

open.  You will be asked into which folder you want the file to be placed.  Click OK.  You will 

then have the option of downloading some or all of the parts of the audiobook.  (You cannot 

return an audiobook.) 
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